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After this first outbreak, I replied: ' I am not callec
upon to discuss here the conditions of future peace
but simply to insist on the speediest opening of nego
tiations through Austria, or else on the Emperor'^
refusal to negotiate through its mediation. Let the
negotiators meet, and nothing can stand in the way
of a discussion of the conditions of peace; in this
important juncture Austria will perform its duty as
mediator with absolute impartiality.'"

This document, written half an hour after the
interview, bears the ear-mark of indisputable authen-
ticity.. It is a summary in which, to our thinking,
the respective situation of the interlocutors is clearly
and exactly expressed. As for the fuller report in
Prince Metternich's Memoirs, it is very impressive
on account of its dramatic character; but on certain
points it seems that it should be accepted with re-
serve. Is it, for example, probable, that Napoleon,
who up to that time had reason only to praise Marie
Louise, and who openly congratulated himself on the
way she performed her duties as Regent, should have
said to Metternich: " Three times I have re-established
the Emperor Francis on his throne; I promised to
remain at peace with him as long as I lived; I married
his daughter. I said to myself thon: c You are doing
a foolish thing'; but it's done; I am sorry for it
now " ? Is it likely that Napoleon would have said
a second time: " Yes, I did a very stupid thing in
marrying the Archduchess"; and that Metternich
should have answered: " Since Your Majesty desires